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DISCOURSE I 
m THREE PARTS. 


The Neceſſity of being acquainted | 


with our fallen State. 


James IV. 6. 


Cod refiſteth the Proud, but giveth Grace 
_ unto the Humble. 5 


PART I. 0 
IXI DE is a Principle that diſpoſes us 
P to think of ourſelves more highly than 

we ought, In proportion to the Influ- 
ence it has over us, either we do not diſ- 


cern real Defects, or we ſee them in too 
favourable a Light; are-apt to fancy our- 
ſelves poſſeſſed of Attainments we are 
Strangers to; and overrate what is really / 
valuable, becauſe it is ours. To ſee our 
Defects as they are, and to meaſure, what 


appears to be praiſe-worthy, by the modeſt 


Rule of Truth, neither imagining good 


Qualities where they are not, nor eſteeming 
| A 2 them 
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them too highly where they are, is to act un- 
der the Guidance of Humility, The Text 
confines theſe general Remarks to the pecu- 
Jar Circumſtances of Man's Eſtate towards 
Gop, and will have us to underſtand, that 
if we think of ourſelves above what we are 
in reſpect of him, he reſiſts us; but if our 
Judgment of ourſelves be formed according 
to the Truth of our Caſe, we may hope for 
his F avour. 


Tut Importance of the Subject is evi- 
dent, and ſhould engage a careful Inquiry 
into it, which we . to attempt in tlie 


following Method. 
Hr, Man is an apoſtate Creature. 


Secondly, Gor has provided a Method of 
Recovery for apoſtate Man in a Redeemer. 


Thirdly, Ir Man be not ſenſible of his 
Apoſtaſy, he cannot ule this Method of Re- 
covery, and mult neceſſarily remain Apo- 
| ſtate. Nevertheleſs, 


Fourthly, PRIDE has an Influence with 
ſome to keep them ignorant of their Apo- 
ſtaſy, while others are ſenſible of it. Theſe 
are the Humble, thoſe the Proud, intended 


by the Text. 


Fiſthly, 
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Fifthly, WaiLz we are inſenſible of our 
apoſtaſy, GO p reſiſts us; when we are duly 
ſenſible of it, he gives us Grace. 


Firſt, We muſt lay our Foundation in 
this, that Man is an apoſtate Creature,” 
He is not now that perfect Being Gop made 
him, filled with the Knowledge of the divine 
Perfections, conformed to them in the Tem- 
per of his Soul, and bearing upon his Mind, 
Will, and Affections, the pure unſullied Im- 
preſſion of Gop's Preſence, Majeſty, and 
Holineſs. By the Sin of Adam our Nature 
has contracted every kind of carnal and ſpi- 
ritual Impurity, by which we have loſt our 
Primitive Innocence, and the original Image 
f God. By Nature we have no Senſe f 
Dependence on Gop, nor any Thought of 
Enjoyment in him; being ſet up for our- 
ſelves, and hurried away from the Creator 
to the Creature for Happineſs, and every 
Means of it. The Scriptures are not want- 
ing in their Teſtimony of this general Ac- 
count of our preſent State of Apoſtaſy : 
which, if it were not true, ſuch a Revelation 
of Mercy as is contained in them would be 
altogether needleſs. To them we muſt re- 
fer. And it will be of moment to the Sub- 
1 before us, that we enter into the moſt 
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intereſting Particulars, given us in the Scrip- 


_ tures, of Man's preſent apoſtate State. Now, 


1. IAE Scripturcs repreſent Man in his 
preſent State as © having loſt the Power of 
« diſcerning  ſpiri tual Things in his Under- 
«s ſtanding.” This St Pai aſlerts expreſs- 
ly, when writing to the converted Epheſians 
he cautions them thus; Walꝶ not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the Vanity of their Minds, 
having their Underſtanding darkened, being 
alienated from the IL. ife of Gd through the 
Fonorance that is in them, becauſe of the Blind- 
2/5 of ler Hearts, And ſoon after he puts 
them in remembrance, that they were ſome- 
ime Darkneſs. He ſays alſo to Titus, that 
Unbelievers have heir Mind and Conſcience 
dofiled , where he ſets the Mind in contra- 


diſtinction to the . and therefore 


can mean only by it the Judgment. Should 


it be ſaid that theſe and the like Expreſſions, 


import only, that the Perſons ſpoken of were 
without the Light of Revelation; ſuch a 


Solution will but confirm the Point before 


s: for it grants, that Man without a Re- 
velation is in Darkneſs ; conſequently owns, 
that by the Power of our own Reaſon we 
cannot diſcern ſpiritual Things. And that 
this is the very Truth of our Caſe appears 
from what is expreſsly ſaid of the Jeu, that 
baving Eyes they ſaw not: they had the full 
Ule of their reaſoning Powers, and alſo of 

| the 
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the Scriptures ; yet they ſaw not. What! 
they would not? Nay, but alſo they could 
not without a divine Illumination. Conſult 
the ſixth Chapter of I/aiab, and you will 
find the Truth of the Matter was, they had 
reſiſted the Light of the Spirit which had 
been ſhining around them; therefore it 
was judicially taken from them. The Con- 
ſequence was this, With their Bibles in their 
Hands, and in the full Exerciſe of their 
Reaſon, they remained in Darkneſs ; they 
heard, but did not underſtand ; they jaw, but 
did not perceive. The thing is indeed put 
out of diſpute by our Lord, who evidently 
aſcribes all Diſcernment of ſpiritual Things 
to the Operations of the holy Ghoſt on our 
Minds. The/e Things have I ſpcken unto you, 
being yet preſent with you. But the Comforter, 
which is the holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will 
fend in my Name, be ſball teach you all things, 
aud bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. And again, 
When ine Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
guide you into all Truth, And once more, 
He ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it un- 
to you, Expreſlions like theſe are abundant 
Jeſtimonies of the Blindneſs of our Hearts; 
and we need go no farther than the Apoltles 
themſelves to be convinced, that the plaineſt 
Declarations of divine Truths will not make 
the Truths themſelves perceived without the KM 
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inward Teachings of the holy Ghoſt, In 
effect, what do all Petitions offered up in 
Prayer for divine Light and Direction im- 
Ply, but the Darkneis and Blindneſs of our 
unaſſiſted Minds? Think we David would 


have called fo often and earneſtly upon Gop 


to 7each him, if he had not perceived Dark- 
neſs overſpreading his Soul, unleſs the Spirit 
of Gop were ſhining upon it? 
2. Tur Scriptures repreſent Man as 
„ ſinful and guiliy.“ It was this that occa- 
. the giving out of the Law. Had 

an been perfect, the whole of the Law had 
been within him, and an explicit Diſcovery 
of it entirely needleſs. To what End ſhould 
a moral Rule be given to the holy Angels, 
that are already in perfect Conformity to 

Gop's Nature and Will? Adam in Inno- 


cence had no moral Precept given him: the 


Law of Love was inſcribed on his Heart, 
neither could he in any ſort depart from it, 
without acting contrary to his Nature. The 
Neceſſity of a revealed Law aroſe out of the 
Fall of Man, his Sinfulneſs and Guilt; that 
by bringing our Nature and Conduct to a 
perfect Rule, we might diſcern the Truth of 
our Caſe, ſee the Cauſe of our preſent Mi- 
ſery in Sin, and be duly apprehenſive of the 
future Conſequences of our Apoſtaſy, lying 
beyond the Grave. The Goſpel ſpeaks the 
ſame Language. n Promiſe of it fup- 
299 
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poſes our Sin and Guilt, without which any 
Goſpel-Promiſe had been ſuperfluous, Num- 
berleſs Declarations of Scripture join their 
Voices with the Law and Goſpel againſt us, 
and loudly proclaim our Sinfulneſs and Guilt. 
Let us only hear St Paul citing David in 
proof of this, which, if any thing be ſo, 
is plain in the Scriptures. There is none righ- 
teous, no not one: there is none that under- 
ſtandetb, there is none that ſeeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the May, they are to- 
gether become unprofitable, there is none that 
doth good, no not one. 
3. TRI Scriptures alſo repreſent Man as 
&« without any Power to do good.” They give 
us to underſtand, there 1s a Principle in us, 
las they call the Fleſh, in which dwelleth 

o goed thing. They intitle this Principle. 
the Law of Sin : aſcribing the Power of a. 
Law to it, becauſe it gives Direction to all 
the Deſires of our Heart; and terming it 
the Law of Sin, becauſe it directs our Defires 
only to what is ſinful. They ſet forth this 
Principle of Sin as ceaſcleſly active in Man, 
cauſing every Imagination of the Thoughts of 
his Heart to be only evil continually, They 
tell us, it has a Force that nothing can re- 
ſtrain but the Power of God ; for they aſ- 
ſure us, that z is God that worketh ins both 
to will and to do of his good Pleaſure. They 
would make us ſenſible of its exceeding Ob- 
>> th 5 ſtinacy 
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ſtinacy and Stubbornneſs, infomuch that 
when the Spiril luſteth againſt it, we cannot 
do the things that we would; fo inveterate 
are its Luſtings on the contrary part, and fo 
mighty its Influence. Such is the Scripture 
Account of the Propenſity of Man's Nature 
to Evil. And where then is his Ability to 
Good ? The great Apoſtle found he had 
none. In the bitter Experience of that ma- 
lignant Law of Sin which was in his Mem- 
bers, we hear him crying out with Vehe- 
mence, O wretched Man that I am! who 
Hall deliver me from the Body of this Death? 

We ſee now what is the ſcriptural Cha- 
rafter of Man. And if Go p's Eſtimate of 
us is, that we are apoſtate Creatures, blind, 
ſinful, and without Strength, there is no con- 
tending, reaſonably, that ſuch is not indeed 
our Condition. 5 


Secondly, « Gon has provided a Method 
« for our Recovery out of this apoſtate State, 
<« exactly ſuited to the Miſery and Helpleſs- 
„ neſs of Man.” The Redemption that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus preſents us with all that apo- 
ſtate Creatures can need. In the whole, and 
in the parts, of that adorable Contrivance, 
Wiſdom has made ſuch ample Proviſion, 
that we cannot have loſt any thing in the 
firſt Adam, which we may not recover with _ 
Advantage in the /econd, It is not my * 
8 nets 
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neſs for the preſent to illuſtrate the Suffi- 


ciency of this Scheme of Redemption, net- 
ther is it neceſſary to ſet about proving the 


Truth of it. The former I ſhall have c- 
caſion to do in another Diſcourſe: the lat- 


ter is, I conceive, needleſs. Let the Goſpel. 
ſpeak for itſelf. The Marks of Truth are 
ſo pregnant and evident, that they will not 
fail of making themſelves known to an ho- 
neft, candid Mind. And to what End ſhould 
we meddle with a diſingenuous Diſputer? 
when we are aſſured no one can be convinc- 
ed of the Truth of Revelation, but by Re- 
velation itſelf. It is at preſent ſufficient to 
obſerve, that the Scriptures declare the Goſ- 
pel- Salvation to be a complete Remedy for 
us, whether we conſider our Apoſtaſy in ge- 
neral, or in the moſt eſſential Branches of 
it. Nothing can be more general than ſuch 
a Declaration as this; ; Fur this Purpoſe the 


Son of God was manifeſted, that he might de- 


ftroy the Works of the Devil. And again, 


God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoſcever believeth in biin, 


ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 


The Particulars above alledged are all pro- 
vided for in this one Text; Chriit Feſus, 


| who of God is made unio us Wijdom, and 


Righteouſueſs, and Sancti calion, and Redemp- 
Tu aly, 
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_- Thirdly, «Ir Man be not ſenſible of his 
„ Apoſtaſy, he cannot uſe this Method of 
"0h Recovery, and muſt neceſſarily remain 


ncr accept the Offer of a friendly Hand to 
bring me back, till I find myſelf out of the 
Way. The Goſpel i is a Remedy for blind, 

guilty, helpleſs Apoſtates, and therefore can 
be of no Service to us, till we are ſenſible 
that we are ſuch. Till that Time we muſt 
remain in our Apoſtaſy and Rebellion, how- 
ever fearful that State be in itſelf, and how- 
ever formidable in its Conſequences. Till 
that Time our Rebellion ſubſiſts, and the 
Goſpel Remedy is neglected : we are inca- 
pacitated from making Submiſſion, and can- 
not avail ourſelves of any thing the Re- 
deemer has done for us. 

| HERE it will be of importance that we 
| conſider Jnexperience and Experience of our 
Blindneſs, Guilt, and Impotency, as ſeverally 


of the Goſpel in thoſe molt vital Parts of it, 


ſinful, weak Creatures. 

1, „ FALLEN Man being in the Dark, 
cc 1 Power in his rational Faculties to 
diſcern ſpiritual Things, is unfitted, while 


e „Light of the ke ee te He cannot receive 
: it, 


e apoſtate,” I cannot think of a Return, 


unfitting or frting us for receiving the Grace 


which render it a ſuitable Remedy for blind, 7: 


„ inexperienced herein, for receiving the 


acquainted with our fallen State. 13 
it. He finds not that he wants it. He thinks 


he has Light another Way. If it be true 


that our depraved Underſtandings are dark-. 
ened, and therefore Go p has undertaken to 


_ enlighten them by the Co-operation of an 
outward and inward Revelation, it is im- 


poſſible for me to receive this divine Teach- 
ing, while I inſiſt on the Sufficiency of my 
own Reaſon, and deny or am inſenſible of 
my natural Darkneſs. I muſt remain in 
Error: Having neither Object nor Faculty 


right; for the Word only preſents the one, 
and the Spirit alone prepares the other, I 
muſt walk on till in Darkneſs, ſee no ſpiri- 


tual Thing as it is, always take Appearances. 
for Truth, and labour in unſurmountable:- 
Uncertainty and Doubt: Reaſon as I will 
concerning Gop and myſelf, my Concluſion. 


in relation to both will be wrong; and my 


brain- ſick Inventions, like the Rovings of 
Madneſs, will be unſettled and unpractica- 
ble: Or if, as Madneſs ſometimes does, they 
fix on a Point, it will be chimerical and 
without Foundation, The reaſoning Facul- 


ty, depraved in itſelf, and blinded by un- 


governed Aﬀections, muſt take Darkneſs for 
Light, and Light for Darkneſs : And if we 


fancy ourſelves wile enough without Go p's 


Teaching, we both exclude the Poſſibility 
of being led into the Knowledge of the 
Truth, and mult unavoidably abide in Scep- 
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ticiſm and Error. We tread in the Steps of 
the Idolaters of old, and fall down to In- 
ventions formed by our own Imaginations ; 


wwe do not know nor underflaud ; be hath ſhut 


our Eyes, that we cannot ſee; and our Hearts, 
that they caunot underſtand : A deceived Heart 
hath turned us aſide, that we cannot deliver 


our Souls, nor ſay, Is there not a Lie in my 


right Hand? — Strange! that we ſhould not 
lee the Inſufficiency of our reaſoning Powers 
to diſcern ſpiritual Things, when the World 


is full of religious Debate, when Go p has 


given us the Scripture, and promiſed us the 
Spirit to teach us: Neither of which would 
have been the Caſe, were Reaſon the ſuffi- 
cient Guide it is pretended to be. 

_ IT muſt be an Acknowledgment of our 


own Blindneſs grounded on the Experience 
of our fallen State, that can fit and diſpoſe 
us to be taught of Gop. The Meek he will 
guide in Judgment; and the Meek will be 
teach bis Way: Thoſe that are lowly in their 


own Eyes, diſtruſtful of themſelves, and de- 
ſirous to be taught, he will guide and teach 
by his Word and Spirit. The Promiſe, and 
the Diſpoſition for receiving it, are here put 
together. God will teach the Meek ; the Selt- 
diffident, whoſe Hearts are prepared for In- 
ſtruction. Gop will teach them, becauſe _ 
he has made them willing and defirous to be 
taught, Surely no others can be _ 
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Submiſſion to Inſtruction of any kind is im- 
racticable, where there is not a Senſe of 
norance, and a teachable Temper ; the 
latter of which cannot be attained, where the 
former is not experienced : but when they 


are united in the Search of divine Things, 


they make up the happy Diſpoſition for be- 
ing led into all Truth. When, ſenſible we 
can diſcover nothing of ſpiritual Things but 
what we are told, we apply to Revelation; 
and, ſenſible we can diſcern nothing therein 
aright, and to effectual Purpoſe, becauſe of 
the Blindneſs of our Minds, and the Cor- 
ruption of our Hearts, without the Illumi- 
nation of the holy Spirit ; we wait for his 
enlightening Aid : No Doubt can be made, 
we are duly diſpoſed to be taught of God, 
and are in the ſure Way of being ſo taught 
by him. IP 


2. As Inexperience of our natural Blind- 


neſs indiſpoſes us for receiving the Light of | | 


the Goſpel, ſo doth © Ignorance of our Sin- 
e fulneſs and Guilt unfit us for accepting the 
« Forgiveneſs of it.” Shall we ſuppoſe ſome 
ſo beſotted as to think ſeriouſly they need no 
Forgiveneſs, yea rather, that they have a 
fair Claim to Gop's Favour for Services 
done him? What! have they never ſinned? 
have they always done the Things that pleaſe 
GOD? Why then does Gop puniſh them 
by ſo many Calamities? Why do they 
1 . NT {icken, 
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ficken, and pine, and die, as do others? Is 


Gop unjuſt? is he cruel? or is it that Sin 


entered into the World, and Death by Sin; 


and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all 
have ſinned, in Adam, and in their own Per- 
ſons, if grown to Years? To talk of For- 
giveneſs to theſe, is to ſend @ Phy/ician to 
thoſe that are whole, But we may own, that 
in many Things we have offended and do 
\ offend z and yet by narrowing the Senſe of 
; the Law to a literal Meaning ; by making 
{no Account of the Corruption of our Na- 
ture, otherwiſe than to draw Excuſe from it. 
for many Things we cannot fo well juſtify ;. 


and by ſetting off what ſeems to have been. 


| done well, againſt what we are ſenſible has 


been amiſs; we may maintain a tolerable 
+ Opinion of ourſelves, and remain incapable 
of Goſpel-Pardon, in the Ignorance of our 


Want of it. Forgivenels is for the Guilty, 
the Condemned. We diſavow our being 


' guilty, we do not ſuſpect any Condemnation - 
ls due to us; how then can we ſue for Mercy 
or accept a Pardon? Wretched Miſtake! - 


which makes Chri/t to have died in vain ; 
which excludes us from all the ſaving Bene- 
fits of the Redeemer's Blood, What a Pity 
it is, that when we are Sinners, guilty, ſen- 
tenced to everlaſting Death, we ſhould thro' 
i Jenorance be led along in a careleſs Negle 


of 
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of that Salvation, without which we ſhall 
ſoon periſh for ever | 

UNPARDONED, and unfitted for receiving 


the offered Pardon, we muſt abide, till the 


Truth of our Caſe is made known. When 
this is done, and the Guilt and Miſery of an 
apoſtate State is evident, the Bar is taken 
away, and we ſtand ready to accept Forgive- 
neſs from the all-gracious Hand that offers 
it, It is becoming the Majeſty of Gop to 


confront the Rebel, who has not learned to 


tremble at the divine Indignation : it is no 
leſs becoming the fame Lord of Lords, 
whom ten thouſand times ten thouſand An- 
gels worſhip, to ſpare a proſtrate Worm, to 
lift him up, and bid him live, It is the 
part of ſinful Man to bow ; when he does, 
Mercy rejoiceth againſt Judgment. The 
Publican ſtands in the proper Poſture of a 
Sinner before his offended Gop, ſelf-con- 
demned, making no Excuſe, owning Pu- 
niſhment is his Deſert, pleading nothing but 
Mercy, he comes making his Confeſſion and 
humble Suit, If Gop be diſpoſed to for- 
give, where is ſo fit an Object, on whom to 
ſhew Forgiveneſs? If Gop be fo gracious 
as to forgive, where is one more diſpoſed to. 
receive Forgiveneſs? The only Diſpoſition 
for Forgiveneſs is the Senſe of the Want of 
it; and the deeper the Senſe of warne 
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the better are we diſpoſed for receiving the 


pardoning Grace of the Goſpel. 
3. ALIKE obvious is it, that the I- 
<« experience or Experience of our own Weak- 


* neſs muſt unfit or fit us for receiving the 
{© Goſpel Supplies of ſanctifying Grace.” 


Can we receive this Grace, when we do not 
think we need it? are we not prepared to re- 
ceive it, when we find we can do nothing 
we wiſh to do, without it? Can we think 
we need it, when the Apoſtaſy of our Na- 


ture is not known to us? When it is, are 


we not ready to accept all the friendly Aid 


the Spirit would give us? The Fitneſs. or 


Unfitneſs is therefore in the Experience or 
Inexperience of the total Corruption of the 


Heart, its being naturally without all God- 


lineſs, pregnant with all Sin, and impotent 


to recover the one, or deſtroy the Dominion 


of the other. Hence on one part, he who is 
kept in Ignorance of his Apoſtaſy, and con- 
ſequently diſcerns nothing of the Nature of 


true Religion, and of his Inſufficiency to 


ue it, talks lightly of, or denies the 
Neceſſity of divine Grace, as his Notions 


are: but whether he acknowledges or diſ- 
ovns its Neceſſity, can have no Dependence 
upon it, nor Diſpoſition of Heart to receive 
it. He diſowns, it may be, the Neceſſity of 
divine Grace: And he well may, ſince his 


Religion is merely external, ſhut up in the 
N = Narrow 


-Y ww 


* 
i 


acquainted with our fallen Aale. 19 
narrow Compaſs of Regularity, Decency, / 
Civility, and Liberality ; which the Pride of 
Reputation can eaſily influence him to per- 
4 form, and the Countenance of the World 

will bear him out in. Perhaps he owns the 
Neceſſity of it: But he does no more than 
on it. He finds no real Want of it; nor 
has the leaſt Truft in it. He knows not 
what he ſhould do with that, which he con- 
tends is to neceſſary. As he prays, and as 
og lives, there is even no manner of need of 

; his Attendance are no Prayers, his Life 

is 1 the Shadow of Religion. He never 
ſaw the Neceſſity of a new Heart; fo his 
Prayers are but cuſtomary Services without 
Deſign, and his Lite the Form of Religion 
| without the Power. Whether orthodox or 
ö not in the Point, he has Strength enough of 
his own, for the ſcanty Religion he pretends 
to; and being unacquainted with the Apo- 
N ſtaſy of his Nature, continues unfitted for 
| the danctifying Operations of the Spirit. 
| O the other part, the Apoſtaſy of Man's 
Nature being opened to view, and of courfe 
the Necellity of a regenerating Change, and 
| progreſſive Renewal of the Heart, the ex- 
perienced Soul utterly diſclaims all Self-ſuf- 
ficiency, yet waits and wiſhes for the creat- 
ing Power of GoD to effect it. And ſhall 
it be withholden, where it is wiſhed and wait- 
ed for, and the Heart lies open to receive 


it 


{ 
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proved, I am an apoſtate Creature from Gop; 


20 The Neceſſity of being 


it? When the Sinner is ready, ſhall the 
Saviour be backward ? ſhall not the Father 


give the holy Spirit to them that aſk him? If 
any Man bear my Voice, and open the Door, 


1 will come in to him, and ſup with him, and 


be with me. The Promiſe ftandeth ſure ; 
the main Matter 1s, Does the Sinner depend: 


on the Promiſe ? do we hear Gop's Voice, 
and open the Door, he will come. Judge 


ye, if there can be any other Diſpoſition for: 
partaking of divine Grace. 


PART I. 


I has been made ſufficiently evident, that 


1 Man is an apoſtate Creature, and that 
though Gop has provided a Remedy for 
him in the Goſpel, yet he cannot avail him- 
ſelf of it, if he be inſenſible of his Apoſtaſy. 
Me proceed therefore to obſerve, 


: Fourthly, TRHAT Pride has an Influence 


e with ſome to keep them ignorant of their 


« Apoſtaſy, while others are ſenſible of it: 
&« The latter are he Humble, the former the 
% Proud, intended in the Text,” For if it 


be Pride to think of myſelf above what 1 
really am, and Humility to have the Judg- 


ment I make of myſelf formed according to 
the Truth of my Caſe; and if, as has been 


the 
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the Concluſion is plain, that on any falſe 
Shew and Pretence to think myſelf ſhmething 
in regard to Go, while by that fair colour- 
ing the Blindneſs, Guilt, and Impotency of 
my fallen Condition is hid from me, is en- 


tirely to miſtake my Caſe, and to judge of 


myſelf quite wrong in that inſtance, wherein 
Jam peculiarly concerned to judge of my- 
ſelf aright. Whereas, if from a clear Con- 
viction of my being an Apoſtate, I think 


and judge myſelf ſuch, I ſee myſelf to be, 


what in truth I am, and my Judgment of 
myſelf is in conformity with the Judgment 


Gop has declared of me. 


Yer Pride has a ſtrange Power of hiding x 
from us our Apoſtaſy, by puffing us up : 
with the Conceit of many fair Appearances, | 


inſomuch that though we are no other, nor 
Ve may be eaſily impoſed upon by it to 


fancy ourſelves ſome great thing in Wiſdom, 
Merit, and Self-{ufficiency. Pride has ſo 
many fine Things of our own to preſent us, : 
and fuch an Art in ſetting them off, that it 
will be difficult for the moſt humble to guard 
againſt them all, and to maintain all that 


Selt-diſtruſt which an apoſtate Condition ſo 


well warrants. Let us conſider the lying 


Pretences of Pride, in this view, with At- 


tention z; and, at the ſame time, place on 
the other ſide the Diſcoveries of the humble 
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in each of the Points produced, for the bet- 
ter Diſcernment of the one and other of theſe 
oppoſite Characters. And. 

I. Let us conſider Pride, as © boaſting it- 
ce {elf of the Sufficiency of Man's Reaſon.“ 
Reaſon indeed is the nobleſt Power we have; 
no wonder therefore, if we are moſt apt to 
be proud of it. But Reaſon is not the great 
thing it is made to be. Reaſon is but a 
naked Faculty of judging concerning ſuch 
things, as are preſented from without for 
Inquiry; you muſt furniſh it with Materials, 
and farther than you do fo, it cannot exert 
itſelf. And beſides, Man's Reaſon is not 
what it was; in itſelf it is impaired, while 
_ alſo a thouſand Prejudices from the Princi- 
ple of Sin, both keep the Light from it, 

and divert it in their Favour from judging 
aright of the fpiritual Objects brought be- 
fore it. But Pride will make Reaſon what 
it is not; either aſcribing to it the Power of 
diſcerning divine Truths without any foreign 
Aid, and ſhameleſly denying the Obligations 
which natural Religion, ſo called, owes to 
Revelation and Tradition for its whole 
Foundation: Or prepoſterouſly ſubjecting the 
Wiſdom of Gop to the Reaſon of Man, de- 
praved as it is, by bringing revealed Truths 
to its Bar, to be meaſured by this ſame Fig- 
ment of natural Religion; rejecting as ab- 
ſurd what does not come within Reaſon's 

Line, 
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Line, and receiving, what it does receive of 
Revelation, not upon Gop's Authority (the 
ſole Foundation of divine Faith in the very 
Nature of the thing) but becauſe of its fall- 
ing in with the Syſtem of religious Truths 
before formed in the Mind, and of its ſerv- 
ing perhaps a little to clear up and enlarge 
it: Or attributing to Reaſon a Capacity of 
diſcerning ſpiritual things revealed, without 
a divine Illumination; a Capacity, which it 
cannot be proved the reaſoning Faculty was 
poſſeſſed of even in the State of Perfection; 
but which if it then had, it entirely loſt in 
the Fall of Adam. The proud Abuſers of 
Reaſon in one or another of theſe ways are, 
alas] many. Abuſed Reaſon puts the ſelf- 
ſufficient Infidel upon diſclaiming Revela- 
lation, and framing a Syſtem of Religion, 
to his thinking more reaſonable, ſolely up- 
on, as he ſuppoſes, the Stock of his own 
rational Inquiries. By too many others this 
beſt Gift of Heaven is ſet upon a Tribunal 
it does not pretend to, to try the Declara- 
tions of infinite Wiſdom and Knowledge; 
to renounce as impoſſible, what Reaſon can- 
not comprehend; or to thruſt out divine 
Teſtimony as of little importance to the 
Proof of Revelation, leaving Chriſtianity no 
other Prop than the Wiſdom of Man. Un- 
learned Pride alſo has its Share in the Abuſe 
of Reaſon: Thouſands, doubtleſs, never 
| made 
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made ſenſible of their need to be 2a. of 


God, becauſe of the Blindneſs of their Hearts, 
are reading the Scriptures in their own Suf- 
ficiency, and form, perhaps, from the Word 
of Gop dangerous Errors, or though they 
collect from it orthodox Opinions, they only 
float in the Head, but have no Power to ani- 


mate the Heart, and influence their Con- 


duct. 

Ir will be uſeful now to caſt our Eyes on 
Humility in this reſpect. The Word of 
Gop is her Rule, for ſhe wants one to guide 
her; Gop has given her the Scriptures, and 
ſhe looks no farther. She is not curious to 
comprehend /ecret things, which belong to 
God; and is eaſily ſatisfied with what Gop 
tells her, becauſe he ſaith it. She is too ſen- 


ſible of the weakneſs of her Head, and the 
badneſs of her Heart, to truſt to her own 


Diſcernment in ſearching out the Mind of 

God in the Scriptures, and her Prayer is, 
with David, Ofen thou mine Eyes, that I may 
# ſee wondrous things out of thy Law. She 1s 
not impatient of Contradiction, yet will be- 


lieve nothing but what Gop ſays; neither 


will the impoſe her Judgment upon any, 
knowing they muſt be taught of God, if they 


learn any thing to the purpoſe. Her Bible 


lies before her; her Eyes are toward Hea- 


ven, and the Language of her Heart is, 


Lead me in thy Truth, and teach me. In 
N ſnort, 


we ſee confuſedly the Way of Salvation, we 
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| ſhort, Humility is always a Child, knows 
nothing but what ſhe is taught, is willing to 


be taught any thing; but is acquainted with 
the Voice of Ixsus, the true Shepherd, and 
will follow none but him. Such a meek 
and lowly Spirit, where the Pride of Reaſon 
is dethroned, and from Experience of its Ig- 
norance, Blindneſs, and Darkneſs, the Soul 
is brought quietly to ſubject every Thought 


to the Law of Chrift, is not eaſily attained, 


is perhaps the molt difficult of all the Self- 


_ denials a Chriſtian has to atchieve. Happy 


they, who have made but ſome progreſs in 
it! being initiated in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
Cbriſt begins to reveal himſelf in them, the 
Dawn of divine Light appears, their Eyes 


open, they fee in the Perfections of God, 


their Sins, the Redemption of Chriſt, and 
the Life which is to come, a ſtriking Reality 
and Importance, which before they were ut- 
terly unacquainted with; Prejudices are loſ- 
ing their Weight before the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs; new Determinations enſue, and 


Peace is coming to dwell with the Soul. It 
| behoves us all to be more experimentally 


ſenſible of the natural Blindneſs of our Minds. 
We have learnt this Leſſon but in part. 
Through remaining Pride and Dependence 
on our own Reaſonings, our Day is cloudy, 
Perplexities frequently exerciſe our Minds, 
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are not enough open to Conviction, gain lit- 
tle from the Light of others, and neither 
the Directions of Scripture have half their 
Clearneſs, nor its Promiſes half their Power. 
2. ConsIDER Pride as © boaſting itſelf of 
« Man's Merit,” and perſuading us to be- 
lieve the ſhameful Lie, that we are /amething 
before Gon. Here the whole Succeſs of 
Pride depends upon its hiding from us our 
finful Hearts: for our Hearts once laid open, 
the Cheat is diſcovered, we find ourſelves 
nothing, we cry out, God be merciful to me a 
Sinner, And Pride has a Variety of things 
to preſent us with, that make a fair ſhew. 
Theſe it ſets before us in the point of view 
molt for its purpoſe. We ſee ourſelves in a 
glaring falſe Light, our Faults are undiſco- 
vered, we appear what we are not, and are 
led along in a dreadful Ignorance of our real 
Condition, What a goodly Figure do Ci- 
vility, Sweetneſs of "Temper, Generoſity, 
Humanity, and Liberality make, when ſeen 
i through the Glaſs of Pride? If to theſe you 
add Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtity, Ho- 
neſty, with a competent Degree of Regula- 
rity in religious Appointments, the Man is 
ready to fall down in Self-worſhip, looks 
with Scorn on the viler part of Mankind, 
and ſays in himſelf, with the deepeſt Self- ap- 
probation, God, I thank thee, that I am not 
as other Men are. Mean-time, all the = 
TLUIC 
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rible Iniquity of a ſenſual, earthly, deviliſh 
Heart, lies unnoticed ; manifold daily De- 
fects in every thing are unſeen, or compound- 
ed for by theſe fine Appearances of Good; 
ſelf-deceiving Compariſons are continually 
made; when the Law of Gop is conſtdered, 
the whole Spirituality of it is hid from the 
Eyes; a falſe Humility, that looks on all 
Profeſſion as Oſtentation, ſerves well to cloak 
the Courſe of Compliance with the Ways of 
a ſinful World; and that moſt convenient 
Word human Frailty, without which the Pride 
of Man's Righteouſneſs could not hold up 
its Head one Hour, perpetually ſilences the 
Remonſtrances which Conſcience makes a- 
gainſt this and that evidently ſinful Action; 
or, if the Offence paſſes the Bounds of this 
Remedy, a little Concern for a Day, and a 
ſtrong Retolution, ſhall effectually heal the 
Wound, and leave the Mind eaſy, as if no- 
thing were amiſs. By Arts like theſe, Pride 
(tor that works at the bottom of them all) 

has kept many in the groſſeſt Ignorance of 
their Sins, and preſuming upon Gop's Fa- 
vour in the Merit of their own Doings; even 
while with their Mouths they are confeſſing 
Forgiveneſs of Sin to be their glorious Privi- 
lege, are owning themſelves miſerable Sin- 
ners, and in the moſt importunate Terms 
calling upon Gop to have Mercy upon them. 
While Pride carries many all this Length, 
TN „ — 
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it will not be thought ſtr ange, that 1t pre- 
vails with ſome to advance a Step farther 
having kept them ignorant of their Want of 
a Saviour, it they are brought to deny his 
Atonement, to throw down thereby all Chriſ- 
tianity from its F oundation, and to render 
It a mere moral Syſtem. 

I HE humble Mar cannot be ſo deceived. 
He traces the deep-rooted Apoſtaſy of his 
- Nature in the Retroſpect of all his Lite, and 
feels its baleful Influence every preſent Hour, 
He laments the Los of the divine Image, 
which his Soul has ſuffered, and bewails the 
Power of indwelling Sin mixing itſelf with 
and defiling the Purity of every Thought, 
Word, and Work. Self-convinced by in- 
conteſtable Evidence, he dilclaims the Pre- 
tence of Merit in his beſt Services, for he 
ſees they have none, what is good in them 
being ſhametully ſhort of what the holy Law 
of Gop requires, and even that little Good 
defaced and deformed by abundance of Self 
and Sin. He can find no one Action of his 
Life, of which, abſolutely conſidered, he 
can ſay, * Herein Gop can take Pleaſure.” 
He bears upon the Record of his Conſcience 
many Days and Things, in reſpect of which 
he can only ſay, It is of the Mercies of the 
Lord I am not conſumed, What he merits, 
he judges to be Hell; and thinks of Go p's 


looking upon him! in Love, as the ſole Ef- 
fect 
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fect of infinite, inconceivable Compaſſion. 
He is aware of the ſecret Inſinuations of 
Pride, at every turn whiſpering Well done to 
his Heart, diſclaims the evident Lie, and 
proves it ſuch upon the Teſtimony of his 
Whole, Heart and Life. More might be 
added, but the Difference is ſufficiently diſ- 
cernible. It were well, if we could make it 
out with equal clearneſs in Practice: if from 
an inwrought, ſettled Judgment of our real 
Sinfulneſs we had ſhaken off the Impoſitions 
of Self-opinion, if we abhorred the Compli- 
ments made us by a flattering Heart, and 
were unhurt by the well- meant Approbations 
of too fond Admirers. It were well, if the 
Conſciouſneſs of our Vileneſs were ſo conti- 
nually with us, as to keep us always lowly 
in our own Eyes, maintaining that happy 
Temper of Spirit, which ſubmits to Afftic- 
tion, receives with Thankfulneſs the conti- 
nual Diſtributions of divine Bounty, and 
Waits with Patience for every heavenly Gift. 
But, | | 
3. CoxsipER Pride as “ vaunting itſelf | 
of Man's Strength to do Good.” Indeed 
all Conceit of any ſuch Strength in Man is f 
utterly inconſiſtent with the Suppoſition of 
the Apoſtaſy of his Nature. For if the 
Scripture Account of Man's ſinful Nature 
before produced, be allowed, this Point is 
decided; Man has not the leaſt Ability of 
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his own 70 will or do any thing good; Pride 
gives up the Cauſe, and the impotent Crea- 
ture is brought on his Knees to cry for Power 
from on High. But Pride is not haſty to 


make ſuch Conceſſions. It will try every 
Art, and by diſowning, or ſofining, or con- 
. cealing the Apoſtaſy of our Nature, will im- 
poſe upon us more or leſs, and maintain in 

us an avowed or unſeen Dependence on our 


own Sufficiency, With how much Succeſs 


theſe Attempts of Pride are attended, any 


one will judge, who has attained unto ſpiri- 


_ tual Diſcernment, He remembers a Day, 


when, ignorant of his own Weakneſs, and 


of the powerful Intereſt Sin had within him, 


he dared to go out unaſſiſted againſt the Ene- 


mies of his Soul, He remembers, how per- 


petually he was driven back, though, as he 
then thought, he put his Confidence in the 
Arm of the Almighty, and cried earneſtly 


for his Succour; how he gained no real Ad- 


vantage, nothing even looking like Victory, 


but what was obtained under the Influence 


of Pride: for Pride will mimic Grace, and 


do much that has the Appearance of it. 
Diſappointment, frequently repeated, brought 
him to ſuſpect there was a Party againſt him 
within, He ſaw the Apoſtaſy of his Na- 
ture: and then he ſaw the Vaſtneſs of the 
Work to be done, no leſs than the Trans- 

formation of his whole Heart, He Aer, 5 
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ed of any Help from himſelf, and Pride was 
confounded. He called upon the Lord, and 
was ſet at Liberty. He ſtands now, while 
thouſands fall beſide him, who are 1gnorant 
as himſelf once was, of their own Inſuffici- 
ency, and are truſting to their own Strength, 
while unmeaningly they aſk the Grace of Gop. 
Bur you will not find Pride always act- 
ing in ſo covert a manner, and content mere- 
ly with impoſing upon us. You may ob- 
ſerve it puſhing on thoſe, whom ſhe keeps 
N blinded in the Conceit of the Sufficiency of 
their own Powers, to ſoften or deny the A- 
poſtaſy of Man: to ſoften it to a mere no- 
thing, by helping out Inexperience with falſe 
Gloſſes on Scripture ; or to deny it, by aſ- 
cribing the Propenſities to Sin to Cuſtom 
and Education, diſowning the Reality of our 
being born in it, and faſhioning a Syitem of 
_ pretended religious Principles, which, as they 
reſult from the Pride of an apoſtate Nature, 
will never have any Quarrel with it, or be 
forward to believe there is any ſuch thing. 
Hence the Pride of Man's Sufficiency tri- 
umphs in our Day. Hence ſo little of vital 
_ Chriſtianity. Hence the great Doctrine of Re- 
generation, and an inward Change, is either 
aſcribed to a mechanical Operation in Bap- 
tiſm, ſo that we need look no farther for it, or 
forgotten, as inſignificant, or exploded as 
a⁊2nuthuſiaſtical. Hence Formality paſſes for 
FF Piety, 
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Piety, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is become a 
mamere Speculation. Hence outrageous Vice 
carries its Head aloft, and Licentiouſneſs is 
not a whit aſhamed. The Ax is not laid to 
| the Root. The deep Apoſtaſy of Man is not 
| opened, and Religion is well-nigh dwindled 
into lifeleſs Forms, dry Morals, and deiſtical 
| Inventions. And thus it will be, till the 
| Celufive Coverings of Pride being taken a- 
way, we ſee in us that Nature which is apo- 
Fate from Gop, and therein the Neceſſity 
of our return, and our Inability to effect it. 
TAE Reverſe of all this conſtitutes an eſ- 
ſential Branch of the Character of Humility. 
And what that Reverſe is, is too evident to 
| be much infiſted on, Were the Deluſions 
| of Pride utterly taken away, you would ſce 
your real Self, and would renounce the 
Thought of any Sufficiency in you. The 
evident Sight of what you were, would ſhew 
you indeed what you ſhould be, but would 
convince you that you could not make your- 
{elf what you ought to be : you would be 
ſenſible, that even the Diſcovery of what you 
were, could be aſcribed to no Powers of your 
own. You would be ſenfible, that the Work 
lying before you, was utterly impracticable 
without a divine Aſfiſtance; and would im- 
mediately give up all Hope of it in Deſpair, 
were not that Help offered you ; you would 
venture upon nothing unſupported by At 
mighty 


fe en 
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mighty Grace, and would aſcribe all your 
Conqueſts to it alone. 


PART III. 


HUS at length v we are come at the 
proper Character of the Proud and the 
Humble in reſpect of Go p. And it is evi- 
dent, that under the one or the other we all 
rank. Wherefore it will behove us to weigh 
with Attention Gop's invariable Method of 
dealing with the Proud and the Humble, 


which 1s now to be conhdered under the fifth 
Propoſition. 


« WIAIIL E we are inſenſible of our apo- 
« ſtaſy, God re/ijts us; when we are ſenſi- 
ble of it, he gives us Grace.” This is 
manifeſtly aſſerted in the very ſtrong Expreſ- 
ſions of the Text. GOD re/i/teth the Proud, 
11207:12i, ſets himſelf in battle. aray againſt 
them, It imports, that he regards them as 
Perſons in Arms againſt his Government, 
and that he actually confronts them as Re- 
bels. Giving Grace muſt be underſtood in 
a Senſe alike general and extenſive, and con- 
ſequently muff imply the Communication of 
all divine evangelical Good-will toward fal- 
len Creatures, Who have thrown down their 
Arms, and ſubmitted themſelves, 
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T Hos x, who in the Pride of their Hearts 
are inſenſible of their apoſtate State, Go 
regards as Rebels, has no ſpecial Favour for 


them as ſuch. While in their own Account 


they are ſome great thing, and fancy they can 
produce ſufficient Proofs of their being ſo 
in Gop's Account they are Rebels, blind, 


guilty, impotent Apoſtates; too wiſe to be 
taught, too good to be forgiven, too ſtron 


to de ſnccoured. The Fall made them Re- 


bels, deluſive Pride keeps them in Rebel- 
lion; and with all the ſpecious ſhew they 


make, Gop obſerves they have not ſub- 
mitted, neither returned unto their Allegi- 
ance, nor owned their departure from it. 
He, the Searcher of Hearts, ſees them, ſafely 


Wrapt up as they are in their own Conceits, 


ſtanding out in preſent actual Rebellion. He 
ſees, that they are this Day Uſurpers of his 
Throne in ſelf-government ; arrogant De- 
ſpoilers of his Glory in the Account and Uſe 
they make of his Gifts; Seekers of worldly 
Honour, or Praiſe, or Eaſe, or Intereſt in 
the whole Bent of their Spirits, as having all 
their Proſpects of Security and Enjoyment 
Mut up in viſible things; hypocritical Diſ- 
ſemblers with him at leaſt, being without all 
Truth and Honeſty in the Services they pre- 


tend to pay him; Lovers of Sin, and Ha- 
ters of Gop, in the very Bottom of their 


Hearts; e inſenſible to any godly 
Sorrow 
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Sorrow for whatever Sin they have done 
againſt his Majeſty and Glory; ſtubbornly | 
diſregarding his Judgments threatned againſt \ 
Sin, or inſolently difputing the Juſtice of 
them; untouched by his Patience, diſpleaſed 
at his providential Diſtributions, wiſhing 

there were no God ; in reality, living with- 
out Gop in the World: and all this, not- 
withſtanding the Appearances they have of 
Religion. In a word, Gop fees them ly- 
ing in their State of natural Apoſtaſy, in his 
Account they are actual Rebels in Arms, as 
ſuch he regards and treats them. They re- 
main under the Forfeiture made in Adam of 

all divine Favour and Bleflings. Gop is 
againſt them. His Wrath is upon them, | 
The Fear of Death galls them. They have 
not Grace to enjoy any thing they have with 
true Comfort. Through want of Grace, 
they turn all their Poſſeſſions into Curſes. 
However it fares with them in their tempo-- 
ral Concerns; in thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
Gop is their Enemy. He leaves them in 
Blindneſs, Hardneſs, and Impenitency of 
Heart ; they lie aſleep in the Lap of Secu- | 
rity ; they are torn in pieces by the Rage of 
ungoverned Paſſions and Appetites, anxious | 
Covetouſneſs, deſponding Envy, furious Re- 
ſentment, impatient Ambition, inſatiate In- 
clination ; they live to no better purpoſe, 
than, by adding Sin unto Sin, to prepare for 
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themſelves greater Damnation, Every way 
the Diſpleaſure of an unreconciled reſiſtin 
God is manifeſt in them. Their Offerings 
[en an Abomination, their Prayers do not 


enter Heaven, their Liberalities are not ac- 
cepted. They do theſe in the Pride of an 
apoſtate Heart; wherefore God is againſt 
them : they do but ſow the Wind and reap 
the Whirlwind, This, and whatever beſide 
is included under the Terms Mraib and In- 
dignalion, is comprehended in God's re/iſt- 
ing the Proud. | 

THE Humble are as much, on the other 

part, Objects of God's Compaſſion and 
Love. To this Man will I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite Spirit, and trem- 
bleth at my Word, Poverty of Spirit is the 
Qualification for e Kingdom of Heaven. 

And no ſooner does any one of us, Gop's 
prodigal Children, come to himſelf, but 
Mercy comes to meet him. It is not thro' 
want of Mercy in Gop, but through our 
Pride, that any Difference ſubſiſts between 
him and us: do we humble ourſelves, he 
lays aſide his Diſpleaſure. Let the whole 
Scripture bear witneſs, if there is not For- 
giveneſs with Gop; and a Multitude of 
Paſtiges in it, if that Forgiveneſs does not 
belong to the Humble; Forgiveneſs, with all 
the delightful Bleſſings that accompany it. 
God giveth Gra:e to ihe Humble; evangelical 
Ts e Favour 
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Favour in its whole extent is theirs. To the 
apoſtate Sinner that lies in deep Abaſement 
of Spirit, conſcious of his Guilt, acknow- 
ledging his Deſert of every Judgment, hope- 
leſs in himſelf and helpleſs, hardly preſum- 
ing to aſk the Mercy without which. he is 
for ever undone, Gop giveth: Grace; Grace 
in all its Largeneſs, comprehending Pardon, 
Reconciliation, Adoption, Sanctification, In- 
heritance in the Kingdom of Heaven. There 
is not a greater Diſtance between Gop and 
the Proud, than there is intimate Union be- 
tween him and the Humble. If Gop be 
not determined to caſt off apoſtate Man without 
Remedy, and that he is not; and if yet he 
cannot receive us continuing obſtinate, he will 
certainly do ſo when we confeſs our Sin, and 
are willing to ſubmit, There is Grace provid- 
ed for fallen Man, which, if it cannot be con- 
ferred on ſome, becauſe they do not believe 
they want it, it will be granted to thoſe that 
have found they do, if any Uſe is to be made 
"of it at all. e 
T Is fad Condition of the Proud, and hap- 
py Eſtate of the Humble, may well engage us 

to enter ſeriouſly into the Conſideration of this 
great point, the Apoſtaſy of our Nature, in a 
practical Way. And, N 

1/t, I May aſk, Are you unacquainted 
<« with your natural Apoſtaſy from Gop ?” I 
will ſuppoſe you are; and, for the preſent, that 
3 5 your 
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your unacquaintedneſs with it ariſes from a Re- 
jection of Scripture Revelation, or from a De- 
nial that the Scripture repreſents Man as an 
apoſtate Creature, or from a careleſs Negle& 
of Inquiry whether you are an Apoſtate or no, 
becauſe you have no Concern about your Soul. 
In the laſt of theſe Caſes, the Ignorance of our 
apoſtate State is evidently wiltul, and will be 
allowed, on all hands, to be inexcuſable. But 
is there not Reaſon to ſuſpe&t ſomewhat of 


Careleſſneſs alſo in the former two ? Have 


the Infidel and Socinian made a candid and un- 


prejudiced Inquiry? Have they fairly exa- 


mined the Scripture, and honeſtly made ſearch 
into their own Hearts? Their manner is to 
charge us with Prejudices; we only requeſt, 
that they be not influenced by Prejudice; and, 
for the {ake of indulging certain evil Propen- 
ſities, which we inſiſt are in their Nature, that 
they will not induſtriouſly ſet themſelves to 
prove there are no evil Propenſities in their 
Nature. We wiſh them well rid of their de- 


ſtructive Errors, on their own Account, and 
that they may not any longer ſtand in the Way 


of the Salvation of others. We beg nothing 


but a fair Hearing, not before us, but in their 
own Minds. We do not deſire them to ſub- 


ſcribe to our Authority; we deſire they will 


fubſcribe to no Authority, but Self. conviction, 
according to the Word of Gop. All we aſk, 
is a candid Inquiry, and a Guard againſt haſty 
. 1 N 
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Concluſions, that can avail nothing which ſo- 
ever way they are made. We fear ſuch an In- 
quiry has not been made; and till it be, we 
have a Right to intreat, and inſiſt, that nothing 
be vented againſt the Truth of a Point, where- 
with the Honour of Gop, and the eternal In- 
tereſts of Mankind, ſtand ſo nearly connected. 
Wx cannot but be ſenſible, that many of 
thoſe, who decry the Scripture Revelation, or 
deny that the Scripture repreſents Man as an 
apoſtate Creature, have made no ſober Inquiry 
about the Matter, being manifeſtly without all 
Principle: and we ſuppoſe, that they, who 
have made ſome Inquiry into it, may have 
been detained from a thorough Search, by a2 
ſecret Unwillingneſs to receive a Doctrine ſo | 
mortifying to Self- ſufficiency as this is, and 
which would lay them under Obligation of re- 
ſtraining their Inclinations. 

GRANTING we have Principles of Sin natu-. 
rally in us, the Defire of gratifying them will 
be natural ; and accordingly, when we ſhould 
{et ourſelves to inquire, whether the Principles 
of Sin were in our Nature or not, the very De- 
fire of gratifying them would not be without 
ps Weight to determine us for the Negative, 
ſince the Acknowledgment of ſuch Principles 
COT be confeſſing the Obligation of reſtrain- 

them, and bringing ourſelves under the 
Neceſſity of declaring War againſt our whole 
Nature, 9 the Suppoſition therefore of 
our 
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our Apoſtaſy, we mult needs have a vaſt Pre: 
judice to ſtruggle againſt in deciding this point, 
we muſt naturally wiſh we may not find our- 
| ſelves apoſtate ; and how eaſily we are per- 
ſuaded, by the ſlighteſt Arguments, to believe 
what we wiſh, every one knows. It is evident 
from hence, that in determining, whether we 
are apoſtate Creatures or not, the very Poſſi- 
bility that we may be fo, ſhould be diligently 
| obſerved, as a Counter-balance to the Influ- 
| ence, which muſt ariſe from the Deſire of gra- 
| tifying the Principles of Sin within us, if we 
| are ſo. Without this Caution we cannot do 
| ourſelves Juſtice in our moſt important Inte- 
| 


_ reſts, But whether all this Care has been taken 
| by thoſe, who deny the Apoſtaſy of Nature, 1 
we mult leave themſelves to determine. With- f 
| out queſtion, the Subject is of ſuch Importance, 
as to challenge Care; and to treat it with Le- 
vity, is to trifle with Gop and our Souls, If 
we are apoltate Crœatures, there is but one Re- 
me dy for us; nor can we gain any thing by a 
| } raſh Deciſion that we are not Apoſtates, but in : 
the Neglect of the Remedy to periſh, If we 
are Apoſtates, and there is no Help for us but 
in the Goſpel; for the ſake of eſcaping the : 
Charge of Apoſtaly, to jeſt ourſelves out of 4 
| Belief of the Scripture, or addreſs our Wit to 7 
force the Scripture to ſpeak a Language, more 
favourable to our Pride and Inclinations, and 
more accommodated to the bad Temper of the 
2 5 . „ 
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Times, and our Eaſe and Intereſt in the World, 
than that of our being in an apoſtate State, is 
but to fall upon the Art of hoodwinking our 
Eyes, that we may not fee ourſelves fink into 
the bottomleſs Pit. 

' Bzs1DE theſe there may be others, neither 


thougghtleſs in Matters of Religion, nor in Spe- 


culation Adverſaries to the Doctrine of origi- 
nal Sin, who notwithſtanding in Practice may 
be as much Strangers to it as ; the former. The 
Perſons meant are they, who having been ac- 


cuſtomed to external Obſervances, and pre- 


ſerved from the groſſer Acts of Sin, have ſtopt 


holy in their Thought of themſelves, they have 
not ſulpected the Iniquity of an apoſtate Heart; 

have made no Account of a Love of Pleaſure 
or of Eaſe, Ambition or Covetouſneſs, Pride 
or Cenſoriouſneſs, that raged within ; and their 


Complaints on the Score of Imperfection have 


riſen no higher than a lifeleſs Spirit, and wan- 
dring Heart in Devotions. Here, the Depths 
of inward Sin being unknown, and the outſide 


there, and looked no farther. Harmleſs and | 
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| 


| 


bearing an innocent Appearance, they have 


lived in a wretched Miſtake of their real Con- 


dition: never convinced of their being guilty 


before GoD, they have made no other than an 
unmeaning Uſe of the Atonement of Cbriſt, 


and of that Inſtitution, which is deſigned to 


ſhew it forth, and to ſeal its Benefits : and ne⸗ 


ver finding the Want of an inward Change. 
they 


1. 
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they have but aſked the Spirit becauſe they 
were bid to do ſo, not from any Deſire of his 


Operations to beget and promote in them the 


new Nature, to mortify and kill their corrupt 
Affections. What a Pity, that they ſhould 
have laid out ſo much Time and Pains about 
their Souls to no better Purpoſe! that, with 
ſo much looking well, they ſhould never yet 


have engaged in a reaſonable and ſpiritual Re- 


ligion; and that under ſo many external Duties 
the Rottenneſs of a depraved Heart ſnould have 
remained unmoleſted, and in the full Exerciſe 


of all its deadly Power becauſe unſuſpected |! 


 2dly, I May addreſs this matter alſo to the 
bumble, All of us have a great deal {till to 


learn of this important Leſſon. You may have 
72) far in Speculation, and may be able to 


iſplay with Perſpicuity the Twinings and La- 


E. of the human Heart: but is your 


nowledge of yourſelf as practical as it is diſ- 
tinct? has it brought you to renounce all De- 
pendence on your own Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 


and Strength? Permit me to lay before you 
ſome obvious Remarks on each of theſe Heads. 


AE you ſenſible as you ought of your na- 
tural Blindneſs, inſomuch that you duly ſubject 
your reaſoning Powers to the divine Teaching 
of the Word and Spirit? You may eaſily 
know what Progreſs you have made this way 


by ſubmitting to the following Inquiries. Does 
_ Goy's Word fo perfectly ſatisfy you, that 
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whatever Declaration you find there abſolutely 
determines your Judgment, and leaves you un- 
der no remaining Doubt or Suſpicion? If this 
be your Caſe, and it holds out in all Circum- 
ſtances, it is well. But if, notwithſtanding; 
the evident Declarations of Scripture, your 
Mind is ſtill exerciſed with Reaſonings, How 
can theſe Things be ? if you ſeem as it were de- 
firous of ſome other Teſtimony beſides Go p's 
Scriplure-witneſs z if what you find there be ſo 
high above you, that you know not how to 
come into it, and are heſitating to give your 
Aſſent; if, for inſtance, you ſtick at ſuch a 
word as this, God juſtifieth the Ungodly, becauſe 
you ſee not how ſuch a thing can poſlibly be; 
ſuch Miſgivings manifeſtly ariſe from the Pride 
of your own Reaſon. Nor will you think 
yourſelf entirely diveſted of that Pride, if, re- 
garding your Dependence on the Spirit for di- 
vine Illumination in the Truths of Scripture, 
you forget to look for and aſk his Aid; can 
either hear or read the Word of Gop without 

Application for his Preſence to lighten your 
Darkneſs, or in your Addreſſes to the Throne 
of Grace, are endeavouring (as you may find 
to be the Caſe not unfrequently) to reaſon 
yourſelf into a Belief of the Promiſes that are 

in Chriſt Jeſus, without any immediate Reſpect 
to the Light of the holy Spirit, as if Faith 
were not the Gift of Gov, and by the ſole Uſe 
of your own Powers you could attain ſuch a 

| convince 
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_ convincing Diſcovery of the Goſpel- Salvation, 


as would ſatisfy the Mind, and give Life to 
every practical Principle in the Heart, Again, 


ARE you enough ſenſible of your Sinfulneſs 
and Guilt? Have you learnt to put no man- 
ner of Truſt in any thing you do? Do you 


verily judge it all, the very beſt of it, unwor- 
thy of Gop; and that the character of a mi- 
ferable Sinner is that only which belongs to 
you? As faras this is the practical Judgment 
you have formed of yourſelf, you will have 


no Confidence at any time to come before Gon, 
or to expect any thing from him, but through 


and for the fake of the Redeemer ; you will 
be altogether patient in waiting Gop's Leiſure 
to receive his Bounties of Grace and Providence, 


and however diſtreſſing your preſent Circum- 
ſtances, you will not cheriſh one murmuring 


Thought as if you were made to wait long; 
you will never think you are hardly dealt with 


whatever betides you; and ſenſible you are 


leſs than the leaſt of all the Mercies Gon beſtows 
upon you, Gratitude will be the Temper of 
your Spirit, and your Mouth will be filled 
with Thankſgivings and Praiſes. Deficiency 


in any of theſe points argues a Defect in Hu- 


mility, and proves that Pride has not ſuffered 


us to go to the bottom of our real Guilt and 


Sinfulneſs. Alſo, 
ARE you practically ſenſible of your own 


1 5, lo that you have let go all Depend- 
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potency. Wheretore, 
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ence on your imaginary Strength? Is it al- 
ways plain before your Eyes, that left to your- 


ſelf you muſt fall under every Temptation? It 


will follow, that in every Temptation you look 
up for the Strength of Gop to ſupport you. 
And do you judge you can do no good thing 
unleſs divine Grace enable you. Why then 
do you enter upon ſo many Duties without 


taking that Grace with you? You are not 


ſufficient for any thing of yourſelf, it is al- 
lowed; and therefore you ought to refer the 


Praiſe of every good Thought, Deſire, Word, 
and Deed to Gop who is the Author of it. 


Yet, do you always give back the Glory of all 
unto Gop? or do you never find yourſelf 
boaſting as if Yu had done ſomewhat? In 
ſhort, will your conſtant Attention to all the 
Means of Grace, your Importunity in the Uſe 
of them, and your abiding Diſtruſt of your- 


ſelf, witneſs for you that you have no lon- 
ger any degree of Confidence in your own 


Strength ? PET 
Ir we will meaſure ourſelves rightly, it muſt 


be by our Practice, not our Speculations. And 
in this view I am very ſenſible every humble 
Man will own he needs to be more humble, 
more diſengaged from the lying Artifices of a 


proud Nature, and that he is not yet come to 
the Bottom of his Blindneſs, Guilt, and Im- 


Laſtiy, 
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Laſtly, Wx ſhould all endeavour to be more 
humble, that is, more ſenſible of the Reality 
of our fallen State. To our Defe& in this we 


owe our Darkneſs and Ignorance in Things of 


eternal Conſequence; our importuning Fears 
hanging heavy on the Soul, leſt its Intereſt in 
Gov, and the future World, be not ſecure ; 
together with any meaſure of Victory which 
rebellious Nature gains over us. The faith- 
ful Gop gives to the Humble the enlighten- 
ing, comforting, and ſtrengthening Grace of 
the Goſpel ; and if we receive it not in all its 


Fulneſs, it is only becauſe we are not enough 
_ diſpoſed for it by Humility, Let us not think 


we have no more to do with Humility, as 
ſoon as ſome Change appears upon us. It is 


this Humility that muſt be the Foundation of 
alt the End of L. FO. 


Pz1Ds will be leſs and leſs capable of hold- 
ing up its Head, as the Circumſtances of our 
fallen State are better known, Let Obſerva- 


tion therefore both of the paſt and preſent teach 
us: We may uſefully reflect on the Days when 
our Underſtandings were held in a dreadful 


Ignorance of ſpiritual Things, or in danger- 
ous Errors concerning them; and may add to 
the Account our preſent dim-ſightedneſs, that 


aſſiſted as we are by the Word and Spirit, we 
ſee but as through a Glaſs darkly, and are ex- 


tremely apt to miſtake the Scriptures, con- 
” tounding 
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Founding the Light which the Spirit throws 
upon them by our own Reaſonings and Ima- 
ginations. All our Pains will be well laid out 
in making larger Diſcoveries of our Sinfulnels, 


Guilt and Miſery ; in tracing back the Foot- 


ſteps of our apoſtate Nature to our tendereſt 


Years, and in marking all the Features of it 
as they have appeared in advancing Life; here 
its Carnality, here its Worldlineſs, and here its 
deviliſh Pride, Ambition, Envy, and Reſent- 
ment, are manifeſt ; and here its Hatred of 


_ Gov, its Affectation of Independency in a Se- 
_ ries of Conduct wherein we pleaſed ourſelves, 


and flighted the Will of Goo. How guilty! 
How undone without Mercy ! 
Lr us conſider alſo if ſinful Nature be 


not ttill the ſame, equally averſe to Gov, alike 


ſenſual, earthly, and deviliſn; that we may 
learn more of our Inſufficiency to all Good. 


We ſhould endeavour to ſee more diſtinctly 


how the Seed of all Sins is this Day wrapt up 


in our natural Hearts, ready to burſt out 


every moment, and that left to ourſelves we 


could only lead an animal Lite, in the utmoſt 


poſſible Indulgence of our bodily Inclinations, 
and the moſt violent Rage of our ſpiritual 
Luſts. Reſearches of this kind will have the 
happieſt Effect upon the natural Pride of our 


Hearts to bring it low, and in the Advances 


of Humility to fit us for Goſpel Grace; to 
enhance 
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enhance the Worth of I Es us in our Eſtima- 
tion of him, and to cauſe us to regard him 
as more eminently lovely; to put us more out 
of love with a Life the Concomitant of which 
muſt be a deteſted ſinful Nature, and to 

quicken our Deſire of that better State where 


Sin ſhall be no more, and where waking in | 
God's Likeneſs we ſhall be ſatisfied ; to inſpire 9 
us with higher Sentiments of Gratitude to- | 


wards a redeeming Gop, and with deeper 
Commiſeration of our Fellow-Apoſtates ; and | 
in the united Influence of Gratitude and Pity, 
to animate us in a Conduct calculated to pro- * 
mote the Glory of Gop, and the ſpiritual Wel- 
fare of Men. Happy they who thus know | 
themſelves in any meaſure! Moſt happy ſuch ö 
| 


as have gone fartheſt in Self- Knowledge! Nei- 
ther ſpare your Pains, nor remit your Dili- 
gence in this Search; for he, who re/iſtetb 
the Proud, hath ſaid, he giveth Grace unto the | 
Fiumble, This, my Friends; this humble ; 


Path is the Way to OE a 
The End of the FigsT DiscoussE. ; 
= The Author intends to - bi more of his 1 5 ü 
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